SPEECHES

group of men. Under such circumstances what is the
co-operation that the L.-G. demands from us? He will
not be satisfied if we denounce and dissociate ourselves
from the crime. He wants co-operation. It is at least
desirable that he should name and describe the
co-operation he insists on before he canies out the
remarkable threat with which he has sought to enforce
his demand. There has been much talk recently, in a
wider sense, of co-operation. Now, gentlemen, w^e are
a people who demand self-government. We have a
government with which we are not at all associated and
over which we have no control. What is the co-opera-
tion a government of this kind can really demand from
us? It can only demand from us obedience to the law?
co-operation in keeping the law and observing peace
and order. \Vhat further co-operation can they expect
from us? Even in the matter which the L.-G. has
mentioned, we are at a loss to see how a people cir-
cumstanced like ourselves can help him. Still I have a
pioposal to make. I think there is only one way by
which these unfortunate occurrences can be stopped.
The ruler of Bengal in his speech spoke in approval of
a certain speech made by Mr. Gokhale at Poona
recently. In that speech Mi*. Gokhale declared that the
ideal of independence was an ideal which no sane man
could hold. He said that it was impossible to achieve
independence by peaceful means and the people who
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